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F irst, I just want to say 
what an honor it is to repre-
sent such a great organiza-
tion with so many dedicated 
professionals, dedicated not 
only to their agencies and 
professions but also to their 
fellow members.  As long as 
I am a member of WAPP, I 
feel I will always have some-
one to turn to whenever I 
need help or just a pat on the 
back.  Although I am looking 
forward to the coming year 
as president, I feel like I have 
some very big shoes to fill.  
Linda Dupuis has been a 
great motivating force for the 
organization during her term 
as an officer.  Trying to get a 
group of over-worked public 
servants working together to-
wards some common goals 
is no easy task, and Linda 
has done a wonderful job of 
keeping us moving in the 
right direction.  All the mem-
bers of the Cooperative 
Committee and other mem-
bers who have volunteered 
their time should really be 
commended.   Initiatives 
such as the Demand Star 
contract and developing 
standard templates for RFP/
RFBs will be of benefit to us 
all.  The opportunity to join in 

beautiful and the tour of Cas-
cade was very informative 
and enjoyable.  Although, I 
do have to admit when I first 
saw the “green” agenda it 
didn’t really grab my interest 
right away.  Isn’t saving 
money our goal in purchas-
ing, not saving the environ-
ment?  I learned that it is ac-
tually possible to do both, 
and it really is part of our job 
of serving the public interest.  
We, in government, really 
need to take the lead to 
make sure recourses are 
used and reused in the most 
efficient ways with the small-
est impact on the environ-
ment.  I encourage you to 
put some “green” in your 
specs whenever possible.   
 
I hope to see you all in Wau-
watosa for the joint VALUE/ 
WAPP meeting in March. 

   
   Laura Forbes, 

President 
 
 
 
 
 

the Demand Star contract at 
no cost is sure to attract new 
members to the organization, 
which is one of my goals for 
the upcoming year.  There 
are so many public purchas-
ers who may not know what 
WAPP is all about and we 
need to find a way to tell 
them.  Where else can you 
get invaluable knowledge 
from your peers, networking 
opportunities, information on 
contracts to piggyback, and 
now an opportunity to join 
Demand Star, all for $25?  
That’s what I call a bargain! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I would also like to take this 
opportunity to say thank you 
to Lyman and his group for 
putting on a great meeting in  
December.  The location was 

Message from the President 
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Wisconsin Association of 
Public Purchasers Minutes 

Madison, Wisconsin 
December 7, 2007 

 
The meeting was called to order 
at 11:45 am by President Linda 
Dupuis and followed by the 
Pledge of Allegiance. The min-
utes of the September meeting 
were approved with no changes. 
 
 
Treasurer’s Report –  
Lyman Fuson 
 
As of November 30, 2007:   
Checking                   $11,138.72 
CD Balance               $  7,064.79 
Savings                      $  2,537.59 
Total:                         $20,741.11 
 
Committee Reports 
 
Education Committee: 
Frank Draxler indicated that he 
has a handout available regard-
ing certification. If you have 
questions you can call him or any 
of the recent members that have 
passed the test. He plans to have 
a review class in 2008 for any 
members interested in certifica-
tion. 
 
Upcoming seminars for 2008  
· Developing and Managing 

RFP’s will be a three day 
seminar to be held April 7-9, 
2008 in Waukesha. 

· World Class Procurement will 
a one day seminar held on 
October 10, 2008 

· Risk Mgmt. in Public Con-
tracting will be a two day 
seminar held October 2-3, 
2008 

 
Membership: 
Nadine Malm has indicated that 
additional help is needed. She 
has one volunteer (Natalie Dixon) 
and would like one more. Nadine 
is looking at ways to retain mem-
bers. Possible ideal is a welcome 
package for new members 

(volunteer would be needed). Nad-
ine will be focusing on the direc-
tory and Natalie will work on set-
ting up a mentoring program for 
new members. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Expo Committee: 
No information was presented. 
 
Auditor: 
Eric Thornton reported that all in-
formation reviewed is accurate 
and adequately documented. 
 
Past Presidents Council: 
No information was presented. 
 
Web Site: 
Jim Fering reported that he will 
be working on getting all members 
information updated and all com-
mittee members names updated. 
 
Business 
 
Old Business: 
Two officers (Dale DeNamur and 
Laura Forbes) attended the 2007 
NIGP Forum held in Hartford, CT. 
Both were first time attendees.  
 
At the June and September meet-
ing President Linda Dupuis had 
asked that consideration be given 
to go from 4 meetings to 3 meet-
ings per year. Executive Commit-
tee was asked to develop a reso-
lution for approval by the member-
ship. Resolution is “The associa-
tion shall meet, at a minimum, 
three times a year”. Some mem-
bers expressed their concerns 
with going to 3 meetings. A sec-
tion of the current bylaws has to 
be addressed prior to approval. 
After further discussion, approval 
will be held till the next meeting. 
 

Linda also indicated that several 
WAPP members participated in 
the WGFOA (Wisconsin Govern-
ment Finance Officers Associa-
tion) winter conference held No-
vember 29-30, 07.  
 
New Business: 
President Linda Dupuis presented 
Jim Fering with the 1st Annual 
President’s Award for his dedica-
tion to the WAPP organization. 
 
Election of Officers for 2008: 
Secretary – Monette McGuire was 
nominated by the Past Presidents 
Committee. 
 
Other officers are as follows: 
Treasurer – Dale DeNamur 
Vice President – Lyman Fuson  
President – Laura Forbes  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Upcoming Meetings 
March 6-7, 2008:  
Radisson Hotel Milwaukee West, 
hosted by VALUE Group  
 
June 2008:  
Door County, hosted by  
Jessica Harlan, DPI  
 
September 2008:  
Stevens Point, hosted by Expo 
Committee 
 
December 2008:  
Hosted by City of Madison 
 
 
Newsletter Deadlines –  
April 1, 2008 to  
Mary Hensler –  
mary.hensler@dot.state.wi.us 
 
Meeting Adjorned at 12:10 pm 
Submitted by: 

Dale DeNamur 
WAPP Secretary 
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WISCONSIN ASSOCIATION OF PUBLIC PURCHASERS 

V.A.L.U.E. Annual & WAPP  
1st Quarter Conference & Meeting 
Radisson Hotel Milwaukee West 

2303 N. Mayfair Road, Milwaukee, WI 53226 
March 6-7, 2008 

 

REGISTRATION FORM 

A block of rooms has been set aside at the Radisson Hotel Milwaukee West, 2303 N. Mayfair Road, Milwaukee, 
WI  53226 for the nights of March 5 & 6th.  Make reservations by calling 414-257-3400 no later than February 15, 
2008.   Single: $72.  Tax will not be charged with proof of tax exemption. 

Registration Information  Indicate your membership status: 

___ Regular Member   ___ Retired Member  ___ Non-Member  ___ First-Timer* 

Name:  ________________________________              Registration Fees: (includes continental breakfast & 

                                                                                            lunch) 

Agency:  _______________________________                                     WAPP Member   Non-Member        Retiree 

E-Mail Address:  _________________________              Both Days             $40                    $55                    $20 
                                                                                            Thursday Only      $25                    $30                    $10 
                                                                                            Friday Only           $25                    $30                    $10 

No registration fee for First time non-members.  A first-time, non-member must be a governmental official whose 
responsibilities include or are related to public procurement. 

Note: WAPP membership must be effective on or before February 15, 2008 in order to obtain member rates. 
 

___ I will attend Both Days.           _____ I will attend Thursday Only.      _____ I will attend Friday Only. 
 
Thursday Continental Breakfast:                       _____ I will attend          _____ I will not attend 

Thursday Lunch Selection  (choose one) 
___ BLT Wrap, bacon, lettuce & tomato in flour tortilla w/salad 
___ Cheese Steak Sandwich w/salad 
___ Chicken Caesar Salad w/soup 
___ I will not attend 

Friday Continental Breakfast:                            _____ I will attend          _____ I will not attend 

Friday Lunch Selection  (choose one) 
___ Tuna Croissant Sandwich w/salad 
___ RJ©s Famous Hamburger w/salad 
___ Seasonal Fruit Plate w/soup 
___ I will not attend 
 
Thursday night©s group dinner will be held at the Cheesecake Factory located across the street at Mayfair Mall.  
Seating as available and pay at restaurant.  Radisson Hotel enables preferred seating.   
____ I will attend  ____ I will not attend 
 
Make checks payable to WAPP.  Send registration form and payment by February 20, 2008 to: 

Jean Kienzle, Supervisor of Purchasing 
School District of Elmbrook                                   NO REFUNDS ALLOWED 
PO Box 1830 
Brookfield, WI  53008-1830 

If you have any questions, contact Jean Kienzle at 262-781-3030 ext 1141 or kienzlej@elmbrookschools.org 
�
�
�
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AGENDA 
 

THURSDAY, MARCH 6, 2008 
8:00 a.m.             REGISTRATION AND CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST – Jean Kienzle, Supervisor of Purchasing/

Business Office Manager – Elmbrook Schools 
 
8:30 a.m.              GREETINGS AND INTRODUCTIONS - Bill Kurer, Purchasing Agent – Washington County 
 
8:40 a.m.             V.A.L.U.E. ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING - Bill Kurer, Purchasing Agent – Washington County 

·       New Member Recognition and Participation Awards - Jean Kienzle, Supervisor of Purchasing/
Business Office Manager – Elmbrook Schools  

·       Election of Associate Members – Bill Kurer, Purchasing Agent – Washington County 
·       Treasurer’s Report – JoAnne Jacobson, Business Manager Secretary – Port Washington/Saukville 

School District 
·       Election of Treasurer - Nominee:  JoAnne Jacobson 
·       Election of Chairperson - Nominee:  Bill Kurer 

 
9:00 a.m.             THE GROWING IMPORTANCE OF PURCHASING IN THE PUBLIC SECTOR - David Bretl, County 

Administrator and Corporation Counsel – Walworth County 
                            As budgeting becomes a greater challenge, it is more important than ever for government to stretch 

each dollar.  David Bretl, County Administrator and Corporation Counsel of Walworth County, will share 
his experiences in developing a central purchasing system in Walworth County and the important role of 
purchasing in achieving budget goals.  Mr. Bretl has worked in both city and county government in 
southeast Wisconsin for the past two decades. 

 
9:45 a.m.             BREAK 
 
10:00 a.m.           BID REPORTS  - Karen Bollinger, Senior Buyer – Waukesha County 
                            V.A.L.U.E. CONTRACT LISTING Included in Registration Folder 
 
10:30 a.m.           ANOTHER FIRST FOR JOINT PURCHASING - AMBULANCE/EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICE 

BILLING & COLLECTION SERVICES  
                            Cheryl Oliva, Purchasing Director, City of Milwaukee and Jim Bembenek, Purchasing Manager, City of 

Wauwatosa, team up to discuss the challenges and successes of conducting a unique RFP for contract-
ing for billing services that will save municipalities time, generate more money and help build the capac-
ity of local emerging businesses as well. 

 
11:00 a.m.           FLEX FUEL AND BIODIESEL – Venu Gupta, Superintendent, DPW/Buildings & Fleet, City of  
                            Milwaukee 
                            The City of Milwaukee has become one of the largest users of Bio-Diesel in the State of Wisconsin.  

Venu Gupta will present recent initiatives to “Green the Fleet” and to “Improve the Sustainability” of all 
facilities. 

 
12:00                   NETWORKING LUNCHEON - Radisson 
 
1:00 p.m.             WAPP WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS -  Laura Forbes, WAPP President, Purchasing Agent – 

Winnebago County 
 
1:15 p.m.             STATE PROCUREMENT UPDATES – Helen McCain, Director, State of Wisconsin DOA 
 
2:00 p.m.             COOPERATIVE UPDATE –  Linda Dupuis, CPM, Purchasing Manager – City of Green Bay 

·       Municipal Electronic Bid Posting-DemandStar 
·       Progress report from the Standards Group 

 
2:45 p.m.             BREAK 
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3:00 p.m.             SAVING MONEY WITH AN ENERGY-CONSCIOUS PROGRAM – Mike Mangan, Energy Manager – 

West Allis-West Milwaukee School District 
                            The West Allis – West Milwaukee School District has been drawing national recognition for its cost-

reducing efforts by saving more than $2 million on energy in the past three years.  Mr. Mangan will dis-
cuss how his school district was able to create a program to train 200 district employees to become 
more energy-conscious. 

 
4:00 p.m.             ADJOURNMENT 
 
4:00 p.m.             WAPP Past Presidents Committee Meeting 
 
5:30 p.m.             NETWORKING DINNER - Cheesecake Factory  

 
 
FRIDAY, MARCH 7, 2008 
7:30 a.m.             WAPP Co-op Committee & Standards Group Committee Meeting 
 
8:00 a.m.             REGISTRATION AND CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST 
 
8:30 a.m.             SELECT PRESENTATIONS FROM THE NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF GOVERNMENTAL  
                            PURCHASERS FORUM – Moderator, Diane Kelly, Purchasing Director, Racine County 

·       Leading the Evaluation Committee . . . Who is Responsible for What – Diane Kelly, Purchasing  
      Director – Racine County 
·       Best Value for Bids and RFPs – Karen Bollinger, Senior Buyer – Waukesha County & Diane Knoll, 

Senior Buyer – Waukesha County 
 
9:15 a.m.             BREAK 
 
9:30 a.m.             SPECIAL PURCHASING REQUIREMENTS, CITY OF MILWAUKEE  - Cheryl Oliva, Purchasing  
                            Director– City of Milwaukee 

·       Ethical Purchasing and Fair Trade Trends 
      Special purchasing requirements that ensure tax dollars are used to promote good jobs and sus-

tainable wages. 
·       Local Preference Award Standards 
      Standards to benefit the local economy while promoting competition and ensuring the integrity and 

transparency of the procurement process. 
·       Tired of the Year End Rushes and Working Overtime During the Holiday Season? 
      Learn more about what the City of Milwaukee does to avoid this.  Reduce burdensome paperwork 

while saving precious taxpayer dollars! 
 

10:30 a.m.           Common Solutions – Open Forum – Moderator, Cheryl Oliva, Purchasing Director – City of Milwaukee 
                            Members are encouraged to email discussion items for this session, by February 29, 2008 to Peggy 

Watson:  pwatson@co.walworth.wi.us 
·       Nightmare Bids 
·       Resolving Issues 
·       Mistakes to Avoid 

 
11:30                   WAPP BUSINESS MEETING 
 
12:00                   ADJOURNMENT – NETWORKING LUNCHEON - Radisson 

 
 

Located off I-45 at the Intersection of  
Mayfair Road (108th Street) and North Ave. 
Directly across the street from Mayfair Mall 



Laura Forbes, President 
 

Lyman Fuson, Vice President 
 

Dale DeNamur, Treasurer  
 

Monette McGuire, Secretary 

Past Presidents:  Louis Bonneau, 
Andy Lehbraummer, Bill Mohaupt, 
Chuck Hintze, Clinton Warwick, Bill 
Holmberg, Bill Prodoehl, Jim Fering, 
Gary Nelson, Jack Hodak, Lee 
Johnson, Ed Wi tkowski , Ben 
Sowaske, Frank Draxler, Tom Wasley, 
Marie Hass, Alphonso Cooper, Susan 
Connel ly, Ken Tronnier, Wall is 
Roberts, June Buchanan, K im 
Verhelst, Iris Ost, Mary Lynn Seidl 
Chris Wilmot, Sharon Weeks, Cynda 
Solberg, Steve Martinel l i , Dean 
Helwig, Scott Noffke, Linda Dupuis 
and others previous to 1970 . 

Education 
 
Conference &  
Product Expo 

Frank Draxler  
 

Denise Charkowski 
Scott Noffke 

Program Planning 
 
Presidents’  
Council 
 
Membership/Pub-
lic Relations, Co- 
Chairs 
 
 
Environmentally 
Preferable Purch. 
 
Audit 
 
Historian 
 
Photographer 
 
Finance 
 
Newsletter Editor 
 
Newsletter 
Publisher 
 
Webmaster 

Laura Forbes 
 
 

Dean Helwig 
 

Monica Gannon 
Kathy Jaglin 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Er ic Thornton 
 

K im Nelson 
 

K im Nelson 
 

K im  Verhelst 
 

Mary Hensler  
 
 

Barb Weller  
 

Jim Fer ing 
 

WAPP VALUE VIEWS 
 
WAPP Value Views is published 
quar ter l y by the Wisconsin 
Association of Public Purchasers 
(established in 1947)  and is free to 
its members.  The Association’s 
mission is to serve its members and 
governmental purchasing in general 
through quar ter ly conferences and 
seminars, education, professional 
c er t i f i c a t i o n  a ssi st a n c e, 
procurement communication and 
t echn i cal  and pr of essi onal 
interchange. 
 

All Rights Reserved 

Newsletter information may be 
sent to: 

Mary Hensler 
4802 Sheboygan Av., #751 

PO Box 7396,  
Madison, WI   53707-7396  

or e-mail: 
mary.hensler@dot.state.wi.us 

WAPP VALUE VIEWS 

Wisconsin Association of Public Purchasers 
PO Box 7396 
Madison, WI   53707-7396 

Committee Chairs 


