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T hank you to Jessica 
Harlan for hosting the June 
meeting at the Landmark Re-
sort in Egg Harbor last month.  I 
found out last year what it takes 
to plan a meeting and have new 
appreciation for anyone at-
tempting the task.  It was a 
good meeting with an interest-
ing one-day Performance  
Based Request for Proposal 
session presented by John R. 
Miller and a productive busi-
ness meeting which included a 
special recognition of members 
holding the CPPB and/or CPPO 
certifications presented by 
Frank Draxler. And the bonfire 
Wednesday night was nice too.  
I hope those of you attending 
had a chance to take a drive up 
the shore and see some of the 
beautiful scenery of the area or 
maybe even do some shopping.   
 
As I am sure most of you no-
ticed, there was no second 
quarter newsletter this year.  
Some combination of missing 
emails, unclear deadlines and 
lack of information to include 
were responsible.  We are try-
ing to smooth out the process 
to make sure the newsletter is 
published in a timely manner.  I 
think it is important that mem-
bers have the meeting agendas 
far enough in advance to de-
cide whether they want to at-
tend and get their registration 
paid before the meeting. I will 

the information provided later in 
this newsletter explaining these 
proposed changes. I hope to 
see you all in Stevens Point in 
September! 

  
   Laura Forbes, 

President 
 
 

CHANGES TO WAPP’S 
BY-LAWS? 

 
In order for WAPP to be consid-
ered a tax-exempt organization, 
we are supposed to have a de-
termination from the IRS.  Ob-
taining this determination 
means paperwork and, of 
course, filing fees.  We can 
avoid the paperwork and fees 
by using NIGP’s Group Exemp-
tion.  There is no cost and the 
paperwork is minimal.  The only 
problem is that when I sent our 
constitution and by-laws to 
NIGP’s legal counsel for review, 
they came back requesting 
quite a few changes for us to 
qualify to use their exemption.  
Please find the link below to the 
modified version showing all the 
suggested changes in red.   If 
there are specific points you 
have questions on, please let 

 

be asking our webmaster to 
send out a survey in the near 
future to get some input on how 
to improve the newsletter so 
please take the time to respond 
to that when you see it. 
 
Though it seems like summer 
just began and the smell of fire-
works is still in the air, the an-
nual Vendor Expo will be here 
in no time.  Take a look at the 
agenda and even if the meeting 
topics are not of particular inter-
est to you, plan on at least 
walking through the vendor ex-

hibits.  There is no charge at all 
to do that so bring a few people 
from your office or some of your 
largest end-user departments.  
Also at the next business meet-
ing, I am hoping we can vote on 
making some changes to 
WAPP’s By-laws.  Please see 

Message from the President 
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me know and I will communi-
cate any concerns to NIGP and 
see if there is any “wiggle room” 
on any of the changes.  Also, 
please be aware that NIGP will 
be requiring all chapters to use 
their group exemption by the 
end of 2009 so if we don’t ad-
dress this now, we will be talk-
ing about it in a year or so.  
Please be prepared with any 
comments and hopefully to vote 
on these proposed changes at 
the September meeting.  Thank 
you. 
 
Go to http://www.wapp.org/
cblrev0708.pdf to see the re-
vised Constitution & By-laws. 
 

Laura Forbes 
(lforbes@co.winnebago.wi.us) 

 
 

Wisconsin Association of 
Public Purchasers Minutes 

Door County, Wisconsin 
June 6, 2008 

 
Meeting was called to order at 
10:20 a.m. by President Laura 
Forbes and followed by the 
Pledge of Allegiance. The min-
utes of the March meeting were 
approved with no corrections. 
  
Treasurer’s Report –  
Dale DeNamur 
 
As of May 31, 2008: 
Checking -------------- $16,220.87 
CD Balance ------------$7,268.42 
Savings ------------------$2,542.89 
Total: ------------------- $26,032.18 
 

Committee Reports 
 
Education Committee: 
Frank Draxler  
Lapel pins were presented to 
members who have achieved 
certification (see list.) Frank re-
minded members to think about 
certification. He also mentioned 
the upcoming seminars. 
 
Membership:  
Nadine Malm 
To date we have 149 paid mem-
bers and 10 retirees. After much 
discussion, the decision was 
made to eliminate the printed 
membership books. Members 
will receive a PDF file; which will 
also be posted on the website. 
Vendors attending the expo will 
receive a print out of the mem-
bership roster.  
 
Expo Committee: 
Denise Charkowski 
The expo will be held on Sep-
tember 18th & 19th, at the Ra-
mada Inn, Stevens Point. We 
have 12 registered vendors. De-
nise encouraged everyone to 
mention this event to their ven-
dors. Demandstar will be at the 
Expo doing a presentation for 
vendors and attendees. There 
are posters on the WAPP web-
site for the attendees and poten-
tial vendors. Note: There is no 
charge to walk thru the expo. 
 
Finance: 
We need volunteers for the Fi-
nance Committee 
 
Jim Fering reported that he will 
be working on getting all mem-
bers information updated and all 
committee members names up-
dated. 
 
Business 
 
Old Business: 
Dale DeNamur moved and Ben 

Sowaske seconded the following 
motion: Membership dues and 
registration fees will be in-
creased in 2009: Members will 
pay $40 dues, $50 for both days 
of conference, $30 for a single 
day of conference. Non-
Members will pay $65 for both 
days of conference and $35 for a 
single day; Retirees fees will re-
main the same $20 for both days 
and $10 for a single day. Motion 
passed. 
 
New Business: 
Laura explained that we have to 
establish our tax exempt status 
and begin filing financial state-
ments with the IRS. We can use 
NIGP©s group exemption if we 
make certain changes to our by-
laws. The by laws with the 
changes requested by NIGP will 
be published in the newsletter for 
member review and a vote on 
accepting the changes will take 
place at a future meeting.  
 
 
Upcoming Meetings 
September 2008:  
Stevens Point, hosted by Expo 
Committee 
 
December 2008:  
Hosted by City of Madison 
 
 
Newsletter Deadlines –  
October 1, 2008  to Mary 
Hensler –  
mary.hensler@dot.state.wi.us 
 
Meeting adjourned at 11:06 am 
Submitted by: 
 

Dale DeNamur 
WAPP Secretary 
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Cooperative Committee News! 
 
Here are my notes from the cooperative purchasing update provided at the June WAPP meeting in Egg 
Harbor. 
 
1)         Standards Group 
            a.        To develop a municipal RFP template, we are using the State RFP template as the basis.  

Once acceptable, it will be posted for use by any local Wisconsin unit of gov’t.  Thanks to 
Monette, Judy and Cindy for working on this. 

 
2)         Vehicle Auction – Cooperative opportunity? 
            a.        The State vehicle auction contract has again been awarded to Don Wagner’s Auction-

eers, Ripon, WI.  Wagner’s will offer municipal auctions at a commission of 4.89%, mile-
age + mileage of $.060. 

            b.        A recent WAPP survey shows most local gov’t units are paying 8-12% commission. 
            c.         Members asked if Wagner’s could pull in enough buyers to get good pricing versus Auc-

tion Associates.  This is a “chicken or the egg” situation, as Wagner’s has asked for a 
minimum number of 70 vehicles per auction until they get a feel for the volume. 

            d.        There was also interest in having the auctioneer handle large equipment vehicle sales. 
            e.        Tim Sweeney with Auction Associates handles many municipal vehicle auctions.  He is 

aware that local agencies may be pulling away from their auctions due to high commis-
sion rates and is not interested in offering any discount. 

 
It will take some coordinating and commitment to help transition interested local agencies from their cur-
rent auctioneer.  Contact me if you would consider acting as the lead Agency to work through the details 
with Wagner’s to get commitment for one or more annual local gov’t auctions for 2009 & beyond.  
 
3)         An update was provided on state-wide effort to cooperatively purchase for Fire Depts. 
 
4)         WAPP / Onvia status 
            a.        State IBIS program is on hold and VendorNet may continue to be used by local and state 

agencies 
            b.        The WAPP / Onvia contract is unique in the U.S.  Normally, vendors may have access to 

ONE agency for free, but there is a charge if they want to access other agency bids. 
            c.         Vendor feedback has been very positive. 
            d.        Recommend you consider posting a bid or two as a pilot program to see how quick and 

easy it is.  Just call Agency Services:  1-800-331-5337 or email:  
agencyservices@onvia.com to get started.  If you find it useful, walk through the 
sign-up process on the WAPP website http://www.wapp.org/demndstr_m.htm 

            e.        DemandStar/Onvia has been requested to attend the WAPP Expo and to provide 1 hour 
training each for agencies and for vendors.  Don’t wait . . . you can get training from De-
mandStar anytime. 

            f.         Welcome Nicolet Area, Gateway and North Central Technical Colleges, who recently 
signed up. 

 
5)         Info regarding questions about the WAPP/ONVIA incentive 
            a.        There is one contract between WAPP and Onvia.  This contract is not subject to open re-

cords requests as both parties are private organizations.  The WAPP Executive commit-
tee has access to the contract and terms of the small incentive program. 

            b.        There is a separate contract template setup for use between Onvia and each Wisconsin 
local gov’t unit.  This contract is subject to open records requests. 

            c.         If you have further questions, feel free to contact Linda Dupuis.  
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WISCONSIN ASSOCIATION OF PUBLIC PURCHASERS 
VENDOR EXPO 

Ramada Inn 
1501 N. Point Drive, Stevens Point, WI 

September 18 –19, 2008 
 

REGISTRATION 
 

Lodging Information 
A block of rooms has been set aside at the Ramada Inn (formerly the Country Springs) in Stevens 
Point for the nights of September 16 & 17.  Make reservations by calling 715-341-1340 no later than 
Monday, August 25, 2008.  
 

Single or Double: $62.00. Tax will not be charged with proof of tax exemption.  
Don’t forget to bring a copy of your tax exempt certificate with you!  

 
Registration Information 
 
       �  Member       �  Retired Member     �  Non-Member      �  First-Time Attendee* 
 
             Name:___________________________________________________________ 
 
            Agency: _________________________________________________________ 
 
            Email: ___________________________________________________________ 

Check the Appropriate Boxes: 
 
       Thursday Lunch                        Thursday Lunch                     Friday Lunch 
       �   I will attend                             �   I will attend                           �   I will attend  
       �   Will not attend                         �   Will not attend                      �   Will not attend  
 

The cost for guests at the Thursday dinner and entertainment is $20 per person.  
Please indicate number of additional guests:  ____________ 

 
Make check payable to WAPP:  Send payment and registration form by Sept. 5, 2008 to: 

WAPP 
Attn: Natalie Dixon 

PO Box 2003 
Madison, WI  53701-2003 

608-267-8768      608-267-8778 (fax) 
Email:  ndixon@cityofmadison.com  

 

 WAPP Member Non-Member Retirees 

Both Days: 40.00 55.00 20.00 

Thursday Only: 25.00 30.00 10.00 

Friday Only: 20.00 35.00 10.00 

Thursday afternoon Vendor Expo only (no meals or sessions) is free. 
Qualifying first time non-members are free for the entire meeting. 
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WISCONSIN ASSOCIATION OF PUBLIC PURCHASERS 
VENDOR EXPOSITION & CONFERENCE 

Ramada Inn 
1501 N. Point Drive 
Stevens Point, WI 

September 18 –19, 2008 
AGENDA 

 
Wednesday, September 17, 2008 
4-8:00 pm                 Exhibitor Booth Setup in Conference Center 
 
Thursday, September 18, 2008 
7:30-8:30 am            REGISTRATION 
 
8:00-Noon                Exhibitor Booth Setup in Conference Center 
 
8:45-10:15                DemandStar Presentation - Presentation and demonstration of the services DemandStar is pro-

viding for members through the WAPP DemandStar contract. (A presentation aimed at Vendors will 
be held Friday morning.) 

 
10:15-10:30              Break  
 
10:30-11:55              Option 1 -  The State of Recycled Paper, Wausau Paper 
                                  Discussion of the current manufacturing of paper. What does recycled mean now, what is Forest 

Stewardship Certification? This presentation will give an overview of the way the Paper Industry is 
headed.  

                                  Option 2 -  The State of Voice Over Internet Protocol (VOIP),  Tom Weiman 
                                  Many are looking at Voice Over IP as the way to go with their phone service. Tom has worked with 

the State of Wisconsin on telecommunications bids and will discuss the ins and outs of VOIP as a 
telecom solution as well as procurement methods that work best.  

 
Noon-1:00 pm          LUNCH 
 
1:00-4:00                  VENDOR EXHIBITS IN THE CONFERENCE CENTER 
 
4:00-6:00                  NETWORKING 
 
Friday, September 19, 2008 
7:30 -8:30 am           Registration/Continental Breakfast  
 
8:30-10:00                TRAVEL IN TODAY’S CLIMATE -  Mary Jo Theimer, Fox World Travel  
 
10:00-10:15              Break  
 
10:15-11:15              UPDATES, State Bureau of Procurement, Helen McCain  
                                  COOPERATIVE PURCHASING UPDATE, Linda DuPuis  
 
11:15-Noon              BUSINESS MEETING, Laura Forbes  
 
Friday, September 19, 2008—VENDOR AGENDA 
7:30-8:30 am            Registration/Continental Breakfast 
 
8:30-9:00                  Vendor Feedback  
                                  Roundtable discussion for the participating vendors to give feedback to the organizers. 
 
9:00-11:00                Using DemandStar for Vendors 
                                  Many of the local governments and technical colleges are using DemandStar as a bid communica-

tions vehicle through a special contract through WAPP.  DemandStar will present its WAPP product 
to you so you can get information on how this bid opportunity works. 

 
                                  Vendors may also choose to attend the Travel in today’s Climate. Vendors will be excused at the 

break. 



Laura Forbes, President 
 

Lyman Fuson, Vice President 
 

Dale DeNamur, Treasurer  
 

Monette McGuire, Secretary 

Past Presidents: Bill Mohaupt, Chuck 
Hintze, Cl inton Warwick, Bi l l 
Holmberg, Bill Prodoehl, Jim Fering, 
Gary Nelson, Jack Hodak, Lee 
Johnson, Ed Wi tkowski , Ben 
Sowaske, Frank Draxler, Tom Wasley, 
Marie Hass, Alphonso Cooper, Susan 
Connel ly, Ken Tronnier, Wall is 
Roberts, June Buchanan, K im 
Verhelst, Iris Ost, Mary Lynn Seidl 
Chris Wilmot, Sharon Weeks, Cynda 
Solberg, Steve Martinel l i , Dean 
Helwig, Scott Noffke and Linda Du-
puis and others previous to 1970 . 

Education 
 
Conference &  
Product Expo 

 
Frank Draxler  

 
Denise Charkowski 

Scott Noffke 
 

Program  
Planning 
 
Presidents’  
Council 
 
Membership/Pub-
lic Relations, Co- 
Chairs 
 
 
Environmentally 
Preferable Purch. 
 
Audit 
 
Historian 
 
Photographer 
 
Finance 
 
Newsletter Editor 
 
Newsletter 
Publisher 
 
Webmaster 

 
Laura Forbes 

 
 

Dean Helwig 
 
 

Monica Gannon 
Kathy Jaglin 

 
 
 
 
 

Er ic Thornton 
 

K im Nelson 
 

K im Nelson 
 

K im Verhelst 
 

Mary Hensler  
 
 

Barb Weller  
 

Jim Fer ing 

WAPP VALUE VIEWS 
 
WAPP Value Views is published 
quar ter l y by the Wisconsin 
Association of Public Purchasers 
(established in 1947) and is free to 
its members.  The Association’s 
mission is to serve its members and 
governmental purchasing in general 
through quar ter ly conferences and 
seminars, education, professional 
c er t i f i c a t i o n  a ssi st a n c e, 
procurement communication and 
t echn i cal  and pr of essi onal 
interchange. 
 

All Rights Reserved 

Newsletter information may be 
sent to: 

Mary Hensler 
4802 Sheboygan Av., #751 
PO Box 7396, Madison, WI   

53707-7396  
or e-mail: 

mary.hensler@dot.state.wi.us 

WAPP VALUE VIEWS 

Wisconsin Association of Public Purchasers 
PO Box 7396 
Madison, WI   53707-7396 

Committee Chairs 


